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An Update from the Project Team @ ECMS HQ
Although our Hubs are closed for the moment the ECMS continues to offer a
range of on line events and training programmes which it feels you will find both
useful and interesting please see ECMS Events to find out more.
Behind the scenes work has been going on over the past few weeks to prepare
our Metallurgy Lab at Springfield Hub ready for use and we are aiming to offer
some face to face Metallurgy training later in the year. Please see our article
below to find out more about the Lab.
The ECMS Team is very much looking forward to getting back to the Hubs soon
and seeing you all once again. In the meantime please feel free to get in touch if
you have any queries relating to your organisation’s training needs, if you wish
to use our facilities going forward or if you simply just want to find out more
about the type of support we are able to offer. It is always great to hear from you
and to explore how we can work together!
T: (01902) 321678, Email: enquiries@theecms.co.uk

Cast Metals Federation - Apprenticeship Webinair
Tues, 16th March 2.00pm
The ECMS is pleased to be participating in the webinar hosted by our Partner
Organisation, The Cast Metals Federation.
The webinar will provide you with all of the information you need to get started,
whether you want to take on a new Apprentice or use an Apprenticeship to
upskill current employees.
The webinar will explore how an Apprentice can help you to grow your own
talent, reduce staff turnover and enhance the skills your company needs to
succeed.

Find out more

ECMS Webinar presented by The
Technology Supply Chain
Get More Attendees at Your Talks,
Seminars and Webinars to Take
Action
Wednesday 24th March 2021,
12.00 – 1.00pm
One of the biggest challenges any business faces
is increasing sales. A very effective way to
influence people or win more clients is by
delivering talks, presentations and webinars. Talks
give you the opportunity to establish your
authority, share your knowledge and insights, build
trust and make multiple sales. However, few
speakers get the number of conversion they way. If
you want to influence or convert more attendees
into paying clients, then this is the webinar for you.

Book your place here

Metallurgy Lab at Springfield Hub
– Ready to Go!
Lots of work has been going on to ready our
Metallurgy Laboratory at Springfield Hub for use.
The Laboratory contains a range of state of the art
equipment able to rapidly analyse the
microstructures of metals based in a clean and
safe environment.
The ECMS is currently working with Richard Brown
from M&C Educational Services Limited to provide
a series of Metallurgy training programmes which
we will be advertising in due course. The
Laboratory is also available for professional hire,
subject to our terms and conditions and with
support provided by ECMS Instructor/Technician,
Colin Whorton. (Pictured right)

For further information about the Lab click here

Health and Safety Executive - still
busy tackling industry issues
Exposure to workplace noise, vibration, dusts and
fumes are still significant issues as found by the
HSE during their visits to the metals sector.
Besides these, there is the ubiquitous matter of
machinery guarding. All of these should have been
addressed quite well by now, given that regulation
has been in place for at least 15 years.
Despite everything thrown at them during 2020,
the HSE has continued to investigate fatal
RIDDORS and Covid related deaths (in workplace
settings).
In court during the last operational year (2019/20)
the UK HSE achieved:
• 355 court convictions with a success rate of over

95% in the cases bought;
• Over 7000 enforcement notices issued to UK
businesses;
• Over 90% of duty holders who received a visit
have taken at least one action as a result of the
visit;
• In excess of 32,000 concerns about workplace
and activities were handled and addressed.
Dealing with the above is a significant cost, but
resources are expected to be in place to do so in
any business. Failure to do so leads to significant
costs, in both time and money to address
accidents, deal with possible prosecutions, as well
as civil claims.
Richard Heath, Health, Safety and Environment
Officer, Cast Metals Federation
www.castmetalsfederation.com

Read full article here

Grants and Funded Projects –
Discover More!
There are numerous grants and fully funded
projects available to help manufacturing,
engineering, technology and services companies
in the Black Country.
The Technology Supply Chain, a Training
Associate Company of the ECMS, is able to provide
a no-cost membership to connect you with grants
and fully funded support projects and keep you up
to date with new opportunities that become
available. The organisation offers free events and
workshops and you can also book a free 30
minute Discovery Meeting with them to direct you
to the opportunities that are right for your
organisation.
Book your Discovery Appointment Click Here

Richard Brown talks Metallurgy –
the past and the future
For several years there have been limited
opportunities for employed part time students to
progress their studies to Higher Educational level
yet there is data to show a shortage of qualified,
experienced metallurgists. These shrinking
numbers relate to the ageing workforce;
knowledge and skills not being replaced.
Metallurgy is used in our everyday lives.
So, what is metallurgy? As prehistoric Britons
discovered it is a process that is used for the
extraction of metals in their pure form. Now the
science is developed further to study the chemical
and physical behaviour of metallic elements and
their alloys.
The UK mustn’t lose this skill to be outsourced to
other countries and M&C strives to teach the
designers, the metallurgists the educational side
of understanding the properties of metals.

Read Richard's full article here

Die-Casting Technology Training –
a Flexible Approach Designed to
Support the Learner
A suite of on-line training course in die-casting
technology is now available from the Cast Metals
Federation. The training is supported by the
Diecasting Society and the Institute of Cast Metals
Engineers and is being offered on a blended

learning basis.
It will provide participants with a range of courses
covering the fundamentals of the process as well
as more in depth and detailed topics such as die
and process design, die casting defects and how
to avoid them, setting process parameters for
optimum quality and die layout.
For more information about the programme
contact the Cast Metals Federation on T: 0121 809
3500,
E: admin@cmfed.co.uk
Find out More

Knowledge and Skills Development for the Digital
Economy – SOLVD Project (Shropshire based
organisations)
SOLVD is an initiative between the University of Wolverhampton, Telford & Wrekin
Council and Shropshire companies to improve knowledge and skills for the
digital economy in the Shropshire region with a view to improving productivity
and profit.
The project cuts across all sectors of industry and B-2-B commerce and
includes:
• Businesses already working in the digital/technology sector
• Businesses seeking greater understanding of how to adopt digital
technologies as tools for growth
• Businesses with digital/technology issues they need to solve
Telford & Wrekin Council have identified advanced manufacturing and
engineering as a key growth sector and as such, would particularly like to
collaborate with this sector.
Further information can be found at SOLVD Project Funding and Support
Scheduled events include:
25th March 5G and sensors – to be confirmed
20Th April SOLVD/CQ Tech Leaders forum – book your place here

ECMS is a collaboration between the Black Country Local Enterprise Partnership,
University of Wolverhampton, Dudley College, Cast Metals Federation,
Confederation of British Metalforming, Institute of Cast Metals Engineers and InComm Training.
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