Elite Centre of Manufacturing Skills
April Newsletter
Easter Eggs for All
Easter greetings to all. As the holiday period
nears please note that the University will be
closed on the 15th, 18th and 19th April. May this
Easter find you in the enjoyment of health and
happiness and remember that a balanced diet at
Easter is a chocolate egg in each hand.

Apprentice catch up
Recently we caught up with one of the foundry
technician apprentices Richard Jowitt, who was
awarded the Worshipful Company of
Ironmongers, Student of the Year.
Richard works as a foundry supervisor at Wm.
Lee Casting Specialist and has been training at
the National Training Foundry Centre for almost 3
years. We asked Richard how the training had
been and how he had found the facilities, he
replied, "The tutors have a wealth of experience
which they openly share. The excellent facilities
offer lots of practical hands-on experience within
the foundry with all of the equipment needed to
understand moulding and melting techniques.
The facilities also offer extended experience
outside the workplace."
For further information about the Metal Casting
Foundry and Patternmaking Technician
Apprenticeship, please contact Iain Cole at
Dudley College - Iain.Cole@dudleycol.ac.uk.

Manufacturing Barometer Survey
The Barometer Survey, produced by the Manufacturing Growth Programme,
summarises the current trading conditions. Their findings are that after a
difficult two years, recovery is continuing across the manufacturing sector.
Half of respondents are now trading at increased levels compared to their
pre-pandemic position. However, the impact of COVID-19, alongside other
external factors, is still affecting several manufacturers.
42% of firms reported reduced levels of trade since the pandemic began, with
the majority(80%) expecting recovery to take more than 12 months.

Find out more

Training Partner of the Month - The
Creative Chain
Each month we will be looking at one of our Training Associate Organisations
and the work that they do. This month we focus on The Creative Chain. A
new partnership which consists of Stones's Throw Media, T.P. Squared and
West Midlands Media who have joined together to promote Wolverhampton's
digital talent.
Launched in 2011, Stone's Throw Media was formed by Matt Weston and
fellow graduate Mike Chinn. Matt commented that the work of The Creative
Chain was to "give a voice to the city's growing digital businesses".
West Midlands Media owner Duncan Price said "Our vision for The Creative
Chain is to see increased creative collaboration in the Region so that local
talent does not miss out on opportunites, investment and schemes".
T.P. Squared Director Carolyn Smith said "The Creative Chain is being run by
creatives for creatives".
Black Country based Creative Chain are keen to motivate local organisations
to keep their spend local and not be tempted by London, Birmingham or
Manchester, and show that talent is located locally. With support from
Wolverhampton City Council amongst others, The Creative Chain will be
hoping to engage with more local companies and organisations.
Two events have already been held at the ECMS Hub with the next being run
on the 3rd May 2022. These events have attracted many digital marketing
orgaisations across Wolverhampton.
If there is something that The Creative Chain can do for you and your
company, you can complete the online enquiry form on their website.

Contact

News from our funding organisations
News from the Midlands Engine stay up to date with the latest
news
The Midlands Engine Partnership brings together
public sector partners and businesses to
complement the activity of local and combined
authorities, local enterprise partnerships,
universities, businesses and others.
Generating added value for the whole of the
Midlands, its communities and the wider UK.
Read the latest news from the Midlands
Engine

Black Country LEP - the latest
news and information
Stay up to date with the latest news from within
the region from the Black Country LEP and its
wider partnership network here.
Find out more

ECMS Courses
Come and find out what courses and
events are available at the ECMS.
If you are looking for something a
little more bespoke which is tailored
around you and your training needs,
just contact our Business
Development Manager Trevor Codner
at T.Codner@wlv.ac.uk
Find out more

Up and Coming Courses
ECMS is currently designing new
courses which will be bespoke for
industry. The courses will be
practical courses based at our
foundry in Tipton which will include
Patternmaking, Furnace work and
Moulding and Sand Testing. At
Springfield we have introduced
Metallurgy courses delivered by M&C
Educational Training Services Ltd.
Contact

and finally, did you know......
that it takes an average of 30 seconds to chemically analyse the
properties of metals in our Foundry Lab?
that our fantastic Metallurgy Lab at Springfield Hub can produce a high
level finished sample in under 10 minutes?
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